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The scope of Violin playing styles: A study based on various music
genres that a violinist can experiment

A. M. Sanduni Vishaka Amarakoon
Department of Western Music

Faculty of Music

According to literature, the violin had been a very popular musical instrument since the 16th
century. It has not been limited to one culture. A violinist has the freedom to experiment with
many styles of violin playing without restricting himself to only one genre of music. However,
this is favourable for a violinist who has reached a higher competency level of playing, In other
words, the individual has to take guidance from a teacher under one genre for a comparatively
longer period of time. This qualitative research seeks to find necessary technical studies for a violin
player to achieve proficiency in adapting to many musical genres. The researcher focuses on the
styles such as western and North Indian classical, jazz, Sti Lankan light music and the Armenian
style of playing. The objectives of this study were to establish a firm ground on which a violinist
can play different styles as the ones stated above within a shorter period of time and to educate
violinists on ways to adapt to play formerly mentioned styles. The researcher used methods such
as observation of different violin players, and self-studying on applying techniques of both the left
and right hands. Through the research findings, it could be proved that by using certain techniques,
a single violinist can adapt to many genres without abiding by one style of playing within a shorter
period of time.

Reywords: genres, violin, playing styles, techniques,
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The Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Music Education in Sri Lanka

Sandali Yapa Abeywardana
Department of Musicology
Faculty of Music

The World Health Organization declared the Covid-19 epidemic a pandemic, and it has
spread rapidly around the world sending billions of people into lockdown and isolate themselves
during the covid-19 outbreak. The covid-19 pandemic has forced schools and higher educational
institutions to a halt, rendering academic calendars futile and open distance learning education
solutions have become the mandatory choice to maintain educational processes in this period in Sri
Lanka. Music education is slightly different compared with the other fields of education because
music is a practical subject and cannot be studied by online learning platforms alone. This research
aimed to gain an understanding of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on music education
in Sri Lanka. The data of this research was gathered by using interviews and for this research
randomly selected 20 people were used. The research has found both negative and positive effects
and identified a considerable number of problems. The main issues identified in this research
were shifting from face-to-face music practical learning methods to online practical classes, and
some music techniques are difficult to understand on their own. Quality equipment and a good
environment are needed to study music at home, and that is another critical issue that needs proper
attention. This study recommended that educational instructors should be more concerned about
the student’s health, safety and obviously the mental health well-being of students should be the

top propriety.

Keywords: Covid-19 pandemic, Education in Sri Lanka, Impact of Covid-19, Music Education,
Sri Lanka
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