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LIFE AND WORK
O F  T H E  L A T E  D R .  L A L  J A Y A W A R D E N A

A N D  P R O F .  K U M A R I  J A Y A W A R D E N A

REMEMBERED BY THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA,

MANMOHAN SINGH AS A MAN WHO BELIEVED THAT “IDEAS OVER

VESTED INTERESTS” WOULD ALWAYS TRIUMPH, DR. LAL JAYAWARDENA

IS A CELEBRATED ECONOMIST, DIPLOMAT, AND RESEARCHER OF OUR

COUNTRY. HAVING GRADUATED IN ECONOMIC TRIPOS FROM KING'S

COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, AND RECEIVED HIS DOCTORATE TOO FROM THE

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. NOTABLE POSITIONS OF OFFICE THAT HE

HELD WERE THE SECRETARY TO THE TREASURY OF SRI LANKA, THE

SECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND PLANNING, AND THE

FIRST DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY - WORLD

INSTITUTE FOR DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS RESEARCH (UNU-WIDER).

PLAYING AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN SRI LANKA’S ECONOMIC REFORM IN

THE LATE 1970S, HE IS A PILLAR OF THE COMMUNITY HAILED IN

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CIRCLES ALIKE. HIS CONTRIBUTION IN

GUIDING RESEARCH STUDIES ON THE INDO-SRI LANKA FREE TRADE

AGREEMENT HAS LED TO BEING THE BASIS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT

OF THE INDO-SRI LANKA BILATERAL FREE TRADE AGREEMENT AS

WELL. HAVING MARRIED PROF. KUMARI JAYAWARDENA, HE LIVED A

REMARKABLE LIFE IN DEDICATION TO HIS COUNTRY AS WELL AS THE

ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE SOUTH ASIAN REGION ITSELF, UNTIL

PASSING AWAY IN 2004.    

A  B R I E F  A C C O U N T  O F  T H E
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LIFE AND WORK
O F  T H E  L A T E  D R .  L A L  J A Y A W A R D E N A

A N D  P R O F .  K U M A R I  J A Y A W A R D E N A

A WORLD-RENOWNED FEMINIST ACTIVIST, ACADEMIC SCHOLAR, AND

AUTHOR, PROF. KUMARI JAYAWARDENA IS AN ACTIVE FIGURE IN THE

FIELDS OF FEMINISM, NATIONALISM, AND CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS

IN SRI LANKA. HAVING GRADUATED IN ECONOMICS FROM THE LONDON

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS (LSE) SHE LATER WENT ON TO RECEIVE HER

DOCTORATE FROM THE SAME INSTITUTION. SHE HAS TAUGHT

POLITICAL SCIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO AND A COURSE

ON WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT AS A VISITING LECTURER AT THE

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES IN THE HAGUE.

DURING THIS PERIOD, SHE STARTED TO PIECE TOGETHER AND

EVENTUALLY PUBLISH ONE OF THE MOST WIDELY KNOWN TEXTS ON

NON-WESTERN FEMINISM, "FEMINISM AND NATIONALISM IN THE

THIRD WORLD" (1986). A STRIKING FIGURE WHO PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN

FURTHER ESTABLISHING THE CONCEPT OF THIRD-WORLD FEMINISM.

SHE HAS ALSO PLAYED AN ACTIVE ROLE IN WOMEN'S RESEARCH

ORGANIZATIONS, FOUNDING THE SOCIAL SCIENTISTS' ORGANIZATION

IN 1970, AND FURTHERING HER LITERARY IMPACT BY AUTHORING A

NUMBER OF TEXTS INCLUDING "THE WHITE WOMAN'S OTHER BURDEN"

(1995) AND "FROM NOBODIES TO SOMEBODIES: THE RISE OF THE

BOURGEOISIE IN SRI LANKA" (1998). TO THIS DATE, SHE IS A FIGURE

THAT MANY LOOK UP TO AND HER WORKS ARE STUDIED GLOBALLY.

A  B R I E F  A C C O U N T  O F  T H E
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JAYAWARDENA
C O M P A C T  D I S K  C O L L E C T I O N

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS - SRI LANKA HAS

A NOTABLE HISTORY IN THE RESEARCH FIELD WHICH STARTED WITH THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE C. DE S. KULATHILAKE ARCHIVAL AND RESEARCH

UNIT. THE MAIN AIM WAS TO PRESERVE THE HERITAGE OF SRI LANKAN

MUSIC WHICH WAS PASSED DOWN INDIGENOUSLY. LATER ON, THE CDSK

ARCHIVAL AND RESEARCH UNIT EXPANDED ITS WIDTH TOWARDS

DIFFERENT STREAMS OF MUSIC GENRES AND GAVE FOCUS TO THE

RESEARCH VALUE OF THE COLLECTIONS HOUSED IN THE UNIT. THIS NEW

COLLECTION IS A GIFT TO THE UNIT BY THE LATE DR. LAL JAYAWARDENA

AND PROF. KUMARI JAYAWARDENA. THIS WILL BE KEPT AT THE LIBRARY

OF THE FACULTY OF MUSIC AS A REFERENCE COLLECTION IN ORDER TO

SAFEGUARD THIS COLLECTION. 

THIS IS A RARE COLLECTION OF COMPACT DISKS WHICH ARE ORIGINAL

PRINTS. THESE CDS DATE BACK TO THE 20TH CENTURY AND ARE LARGELY

THE CLASSICAL WORKS FROM THE BAROQUE TO THE MODERN ERA. MANY

OF THESE CDS ARE NOT IN CIRCULATION ANYMORE AND ARE RARE. THE

FEW COPIES THAT ARE IN THE MARKET ARE OF HIGH PRICE POINTS AND

THE DELIVERY OR SHIPPING COSTS THEMSELVES ARE RATHER HIGH. AS

ORIGINALS, SOME ARE EVEN GOLD-PLATED PRINTS, ADDING TO THE

IMMENSE VALUE OF THIS COLLECTION.

T H E
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JAYAWARDENA
C O M P A C T  D I S K  C O L L E C T I O N

WITH MANY OF THESE CDS REACHING A CURRENT PRICE OF 8000 (LKR) TO

12000 (LKR) ON AVERAGE, AND SOME BEING LIMITED EDITIONS OF

RECORDINGS AS WELL AS THE EVEN RARER FORM OF LIVE RECORDED

ORCHESTRAL WORKS, THIS COLLECTION WOULD APPRAISE TO AN AMOUNT

WELL OVER 10 MILLION (LKR) JUST FROM A MATERIAL STANDPOINT. THE

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS COLLECTION ADDS MORE WEIGHT TO

ITS APPRAISAL, IN SOME OCCASIONS FEATURING THE COMPLETE WORKS

OF ARTISTS. GRACIOUSLY DONATED BY PROF. KUMARI JAYAWARDENA TO

THE C. DE S. KULATHILAKE ARCHIVAL AND RESEARCH UNIT, THIS

COLLECTION WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE A GENEROUS OPPORTUNITY FOR

THOSE ENGAGING IN MUSIC STUDIES AND RESEARCH. FURTHERMORE,

THE RANGE OF CLASSICAL WORKS WILL BE INSTRUMENTAL IN HELPING

STUDENTS WHO UNDERTAKE WESTERN MUSIC QUALIFICATION EXAMS TO

FURTHER THEIR WORK.

FEATURING A GRAND PLETHORA OF GENRES, THE PRESERVATION OF THIS

COLLECTION IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE AND IS OUR DUTY AS

RESPONSIBLE MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND AS CITIZENS OF SRI

LANKA. WE GIVE OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE TO DR. LAL JAYAWARDENA

AND PROF. KUMARI JAYAWARDENA FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE

UNIT, THE UNIVERSITY, AND FOR THE SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA AS WELL...

T H E
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